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Abstract: How do people remain resilient in

the face of oppression when hope seems lost or

out of reach? How can they continue on in their

struggles against injustice in the face of

seemingly insurmountable setbacks and barriers

to success? In this talk, I explore the moral life

of agents who remain resilient in the face of

oppression. I argue that intrinsic faith, or a

deep belief in the intrinsic value of one’s

actions or way of life, can help to sustain

agents in struggle with or without hope that

their efforts will be successful. Drawing upon

testimony of scholars and activists, I illustrate

how intrinsic faith can flow from agents’

spiritual faith, faith in humanity, and moral faith,

preventing them from falling into despair.
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